The following are excerpts from the book “The Story of Ford River Township” by Jean Peterson Brayak.  Thank you to the Brayak Family for allowing us to use.



JEAN PETERSON BRAYAK
About the Author: Jean Peterson Brayak was born September 9, 1922, in Escanaba, Michigan, the daughter of C. Gust Peterson of Escanaba and the former Louise Hodgkins of Pine Ridge. She attended public schools in Escanaba, graduating from Escanaba High School in 1940. She attended Northern Michigan University in Marquette and also Cloverland Commercial College in Escanaba. She was formerly employed by the Federal Government in Washington, D.C., by the Delta Hardware Company and the Delta County Social Welfare office in Escanaba, in secretarial work. She also taught school in the Ford River school system. She was married to Thomas F. Brayak of Hyde on February 8, 1947, and has lived in Hyde for the past 25 years. The couple have four children: Thomas, Terry, Laurie, and Karen. Mrs. Brayak has been active in the P.T.A., the Ford River Cub Scouts, Camp Fire Girls and the Hyde-Ford River 4-H Club. She received a Distinguished Service award in 1972 from the Escanaba Area PTA Council.




Early Families of Ford River Township
BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES OF HYDE AND NEWHALL RESIDENTS 


[image: ]THE FRANK PORATHS, SR. 
Among the earliest settlers in the Hyde area was Frank Porath, Sr., who was born November 22, 1857, in Pommern, Germany. He came here in 1880, and he owned a farm about two miles south of the village' of Hyde. He married Ernestine Kreger, and they had the following children: William, Charles, Emil, Sophia, Frank, Jr. and Anna. William was married to Gertrude Posenke. They had no children. Charles wed Mary Vietzke. They had these children: Hildegard, Norma, Myra, Robert, Anna, Melford, Marian, Vernice, Alma and Wallace. Emil married Georgia (Georgianna) Seward, who was born and raised in Engadine. Their children were Leonard, Rudy and Luella. Sophia married Ewald Leisner, and her children are listed with that biographical sketch. Frank, Jr. married Ellen Pierson. Their children were Ernest, Herbert, Gladys, Frederick, Eleanore and Harold. Anna was wed to Peter Picord, and their children were Peter, Jr. and Lila. 




Mrs. Emil Porath recalled that recreation in those days consisted of parties which were held occasionally at various homes in the community. She smiled as she told about a Christmas program at the Porath School when her son, Rudy, was about four years old. When he was called upon to "say his piece," he started reciting it as he was walking up to the front of the room. By the time he got there, the piece was finished!

THE AUGUST PORATHS
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Description automatically generated]Another early pioneer was August Porath, who was born in 1860 in Germany and came here in 1881 with his bride, Ernestine Manske, who was born in 1861 in Germany. They settled first in Ford River, and August worked in the lumber camps during the winter months. They bought a farm near Hyde from Charlie Walker and lived in that home until 192 2, when it burned down. Another house was then built which their son, Paul, later lived in. Paul married Emily Runstrom. Other children include Mary (Mrs. Henry Kreger), Meta (Mrs. Silas Martin); Robert, Emma (Mrs. Fred Krause, Sr.); Gustaf, Richard and Hedvig (Mrs. Louis Flath.) Robert married Alvina Holmes, Richard married Rose Pracy, and Gustaf married Grace Lesway.


THE JOHN POSENKES
John Posenke was born in 1853 in Germany and married Amelia Porath, who was born in 1862 in Germany. Both emigrated here and settled first at Ford River Mill. Amelia worked at the Boarding House at the village of Ford River, where she first met John. He worked at the lumber mill there. She was 18 years old when they were married, and they homesteaded Government property. The move to the Posenke farm was made in 1885. They had the following children: Anna (McMahon), born in 1882; Rosalia (Dittrich), born in 1886; John, 1887; Frank, 1889; Paul, 1891; Minnie (Denoo), born in 1893; Ida (Schmit), born in 1895; Flora (McGinnis), born in 1897; Clara, 1897; Ella, 1898; Frances (Stepp), born in 1901; Gertrude, 1904; and Henry in 1908.
Anna's father ·ran a tavern at Ford River Switch, where Anna worked as a girl. She met and married Edward McMahon, and they lived on property near the Ford River, south of Hyde, where Ed ran a blacksmith shop. Their children were: Adeline, Rose, Eva, Harold, James, Louis, John, and Emil.
Rose Posenke married Otto Dittrich and first lived across from the sawmill. Later, they bought the big farm, which is now owned by one of her sons, Clarence Dittrich. Her husband's brother, Herman, ran the lumber mill, later managed by Otto. This was until 1921 when the big Dittrich home was built. Here Otto ran a large dairy farm, and they also raised sheep, pigs, rabbits, and chickens. Mrs. Rose Dittrich recalled that they used the wool from the sheep for yarn and blankets. The wool was sent to be carded to a factory in Wisconsin. Then the carded wool was made into "bats." These bats were unrolled and covered with cloth to make warm quilts, She remarked, "They never wore out!" Work horses were used for the plowing and planting on the farm. Once a week, she went to Escanaba to sell butter arid eggs.
Further reminiscing about the Old Days, she said, "There used to be dances at the old tavern, run by Simons. The upstairs was· for dancing. Max Neumann would play the accordion, Otto Dittrich the cornet, Emil Dittrich the clarinet, and Charlie Dittrich the alto sax. Willie Muther was the drummer. Another band that played was the Jaegers: Emil, Richard and John, who played the trumpet, drum and clarinet."
"In the summer, there would be picnics at the old "Bear Trap" location on the Ford River. We walked to the dances on Saturday nights and then got up and walked to church the next morning! Before I was married, I also used. to walk to Ford River to work for the Malloch's. (I baby-sat for Ruth, Wesley and Charlie,) for $3.00 a week. Charlie Malloch, Sr. was married to Hilda Dittrich. Charlie was a stepbrother of Douglas Malloch, a poet."
Mrs. Dittrich attended the Porath School as a girl, and the teachers she recalled were Bridget McCarthy, Rose King and Linnea Johnson. The teachers got $25 a month and roomed and boarded at Dittrich's for $10 a month, making a grand total of $15 for one month's work. Some of the students in that long-ago school were: Willie Muther, Robert and Charlie Makosky, Willie, Charlie, Frank and Emil Porath, Annie and Mary and Rose Posenke, and Ray and Harry Garland.


Another memory Mrs. Dittrich had of her childhood was that some Indians from Hannahville would come to a cabin back in the woods in the early spring to help make maple syrup. They came by oxen and worked in the mill at Ford River. They made maple sugar candy, too. She said her father made moccasins for the children out of deerskin. The Indians gave them a pattern for these moccasins, and they were very soft and comfortable to wear. They used the maple syrup for sweetening on their hot cereal, as well as on their pancakes. Their staples were meat, potatoes and sauerkraut. They bought their crackers from Sears in a big wooden box and also raisins, prunes and apricots - enough to last all winter! Christmastime meant candles on the tree in the parlor and a few homemade presents, mainly warm wool socks and mittens.
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THE STEVE POSENKES
 Steve Posenke was born in Schiltberg, Germany on December 10, 1862. He had one sister, Victoria, and two brothers, John and Stanic. When he was 20 years old, in 1882, he came to Ford River where he worked at the Ford River Lumber Company. His wife, Susan, also came here from Germany. She was first married to a man named Drexler who died, leaving her a widow with three children: Frances, Theresa and Annie. To earn a living, she worked at Ford River Mill, doing the laundry for the unmarried men there. Here she met and married Steve Posenke, and they moved away from the Mill area to a mile south of Hyde where they engaged in farming. (This home was later bought by George and Martha Cholger.) They had three children: Pauline, Alexander and Henry. The Steve Posenke home was the place where many of the Porath School teachers roomed and boarded. Later, the Posenkes built a home nearer to the village of Hyde and moved there.

THE CARL DITTRICHS, SR.
Carl August Dittrich was born in Saxony, Germany on May 18, 1844. His wife, Wilhelmina Endler, was born there also, on April 10, 1846. They emigrated to America and first lived at Ford River Mill where Carl worked at the lumber mill there. Later, they moved to the Hyde area and homesteaded property that later was owned by one of their sons, Otto. Their children were: Herman, born in 1867; Anna Augusta, born in 1870; Gustav, born in 1872; Emma Hulda, born in 1873; Otto, born in 1880; Emil, born in 1881 and Charles, born in 1886. Herman married Helen Frazer; Anna married Dr. Impey, after she attended nursing school; Gustav married Anna Jepsen. He homesteaded land on what is. now called the "Bittner Road" and had a green house where he and his wife raised plants for sale. Emma married Charles Malloch; Otto married Rose Posenke. He was town ship road commissioner for years and operated the Dittrich Sawmill with his brothers. (Further details about this pioneer are given in the story by his wife. Rose Posenke.) Emil married Linnea Johnson in 1915. She was born in Sweden in 1888. He did carpentry work and built the house at Hyde where one of his sons, Dayton (Bud) now lives. He also was a bricklayer, did jobbing in the woods, and worked at Dittrich's Sawmill. In later years, he w~ the caretaker at the Highland Golf Club. His wife, Linnea, was a teacher for several years before their marriage. Charles married Alda Inderbitzen. After her death, he marr .ied Bertha Petersen, who also died. He then wed Adele Blake. As a young man, he went to a school in Chicago where he studied plumbing and heating. ·He installed the furnace in the big Dittrich house, the first in the area to have central heating. He was an excellent carpenter.
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THE KARL NEUMANNS

Karl Neumann was born in 1859 in Saxony, Germany and married Emilia Strohbach who was also born in Germany in 1865. (Her father, Herman, was born there in 1827, and also emigrated to this country.) Mr. Neumann came to Ford River Mill in 1894 and worked at the mill there. He and his wife lived on the Heider Road in a log cabin, on Homestead property. Later, in 1901, they moved to Hyde and ran a sawmill there until 1930. Their children were Paul, Herman, Max, Anna and Martha.

THE EWALD LEISNERS
 Ewald Leisner was born in Ford River village in 1886. His wife, Sophie Porath, was also born there in 1889. They lived there until 1919 when they moved to Hyde where Ewald opened a garage. Their house was in connection with the garage. They had the following children: Katherine _, Martha, Bertha, Anna, Celia, Florence, Albert, Clarence, and Harold.

THE JOHN BITTNERS
 Vesprisen, Germany was the birthplace of both John Bittner, born in 1852, and his wife, Pauline (Corinna) Kirschnik, born in 1853. They came to the United States in 1890. The following children were born in Germany: Tillie, Herman, Martha, Gust and Emma. These children were born in the United States:  Freida, Anna, and Hedvig. When they grew up, Tillie married Carl Scheeneman; Herman wed Anna Frankowski; Martha to George Cholger, Sr.; Gust to Clara Hanson; Emma to Arthur Flath, Sr.; Freida to Albert Cholger; Anna to Bill Tetzloff and Hedvig to Herman Tetzloff.
Upon their arrival in Ford River Township, they first moved into a three-family home where Gust Dittrich lived. Later, they built a separate home. Emma and Freida recalled that they had a two mile walk to attend the Porath School when they were girls. Another recollection was that, on the day before the big Christmas program and party at the school, the teacher would put all the girls' hair up in rags so that they would be "all curled up" for the big event of the winter months. The boys would trim the school Christmas tree while the girls were getting prettied up. As far as memories of their home-life, it was remembered that "absolute silence" was the rule at the dinner table, just as it was at school. Those were the days when one could literally ‘hear a pin drop!" Tillie's children are named with the Carl Scheeneman story. Herman's children 'Yere Gerhart and Reinhold. Martha's children were Leonard and George. Gust's children were Harry, Pearl, Gertie, Herman, Walter, Mildred, Hazel, Bartley, Dorothy, Lorraine, Glen and· Betty. Emma had one son, Art, Jr. Freida's children were Hedvig, Eleanor, Margie, and Harold. Anna's children were George and Grace; and Hedvig's were Herman and Marion.


THE TOM GARLANDS
 Arza Thomas Garland was born in Chicago on October 6, 1853; and his wife, Mary Jane Daley, was born October 1, 1860, in Perth, Canada. Their children were: Henry (Harry), Mildred, Raymond, Glen and Catherine. They lived on a farm just south of Hyde, and Tom was an engineer on the C&NW Railroad for years.
THE WILLIE MUTHERS
 Willie Muther was another early resident of the Hyde area. He married Mary LeBresh and lived on a farm a few miles south of the village area. He worked at the sawmill and on the Otto Dittrich farm. Their children were Harriet and Josephine.
THE MAX RUDIGERS
 Born in Saxony, Germany in 1863, Max·Rudiger married Emily Liedtke. They first lived on the property near Hyde which is now the Highland Golf Club. Their children were Gertrude (Auer), and Oscar. Max had the following brothers and sisters: Herman, Emil, Elizabeth, Mary, and Anna. Herman married Caroline Liedtke and had three children: Frank, Fred and Helen. Anna married Antone Muther and also had three children: Anna, Joe and Alex. Max Rudiger was Escanaba?s Centennial King in 1963. He died at the age of 104 in 1967. Another Rudiger (Louis Fred) married Louise Schessner.
CHARLIE WALKER
 A bachelor all his life, Charlie Walker first lived with his mother, Mrs. Semen, and sister, Mildred, on the farm later purchased by August Porath. After selling the homestead, they moved to the old "Hyde Hotel" where they lived many years. It is estimated that he was born sometime in the 1870's.
Charlie was engaged in the farm implement business and sold the International Harvester brand of machinery. He was quite an enterprising businessman and bought up much property in the area.
Mrs. C. Gust (Louise Hodgkins) Peterson recalled that, as a girl living in Pine Ridge on a farm, she used to bring the milk on a horse-drawn wagon to Walkers, where it was picked up by Peter Blake and taken into Escanaba. The Harvey Hodgkins and Enoch Mattson families would alternate with Charlie Walker at hosting oyster and goose dinners on New Year's Day each year. Al and Goldie Johnson would be frequent visitors at Walkers, too.
Charlie's sister, Mildred, was a good friend of Margaret Cooney's, whose parents were the original owners of the Fenlon farm.





THE ANTON GREENS
 Anton E. Green was born in Vardalen, Norway July 19, 1867, and lived at Hyde since 1894. He married Alma Hendricksen who was born in Trondheim, Norway on March 28, 1880. She came to the States with her parents, Mr. and Mrs. Erick Hendricksen, at the age of 13. Their children were: Carl, Arthur, Rockford, Melvin, Bertha (Mrs. Myron Legg), Anna (Mrs. Frank Sauers), Fern (Mrs. Robert Davis), Alice (Mrs. Harry Menard), Bernice (Mrs. Robert Sharritt) and Edna.
Bertha Green was born at Ford River on March 7, 1901. She married Myron Legg who was born at Van's Harbor, Michigan August 15, 1896. Mr. Legg taught school at Hyde and also at Lathrop. He was employed by the C&NW Railroad for 33 years. Their children: Myron, Jr., Gene, Erlaine and Joan. All of them were born at Hyde and attended the Kasten School there and belonged to the German Lutheran Church in that community. The Legg family lived in Hyde for about ten years.
Mr. Legg's father was Peter R. Legg, who was born January 12, 1859, in St. Thomas, Ontario, Canada. He was orphaned at the age of eight and worked hard to secure an education to become a teacher. He began his teaching career in Lower Michigan, following his graduation from St. Thomas Institute. He later graduated from the normal (teaching) department of Olivet College. He married Lois Turpin who was born in Van's Harbor in 1870. Besides their son, Myron, they had a daughter, Edith (Mrs. A. J. Peterson). Mr. Legg served in the state legislature from 1932 until his death, as a representative. He entered politics after his retirement as a country schoolteacher, which he was for 46 years. His first assignment in the U.P. was at Fayette in 1887, then at Garden. In 1899 he was elected County Commissioner of Schools and remained in that position until 1915. In 1902 he moved to Gladstone and taught at Kipling for ten years and then at Rock for fourteen years. It was in 1929 that he retired from teaching and entered the political field.

THE JOSEPH MAKOSKYS
 Coming to the Ford River area in the 1890's, Joseph Makosky and his wife, Amelia, first lived at Ford River Mill and later moved to a farm south of Hyde. Their children were Charles, Ida, Robert, Annie, Joseph, Helen, Sophia, and John. As of 197 3, their son, "Bob," still lives in the old family home. He was born in 1891. When he was small, the house they lived in at the village of Ford River was burned. All that was saved was a rocking chair.




THE CHARLES (KARL) BARANOWSKIS

Both Charles Baranowski and his wife were born in Germany. Charles was born July 2 7, 1860, in West Preussen. His wife's name was Julia Kirshnik. Their children were: Emil (Klein), Bertha, Ida, Emma, Minnie, Pauline, Edward, Robert, and Carl. Their son, Emil, lived at Hyde for many years. He was born September 27, 1886, in Germany. He married Martha Schilling who was born March 17, 1888. He was always much interested in civic affairs and served on the Ford River Township Board. Their children were: Walter, Ernest, Harold, Esther and Arnold.

THE JOHN JOHNSONS
(This account is related by Alice Johnson Nelson.)
John A. Johnson was born April 2, 1857, in Hakhult, Sweden. He came to America in 1883 and located in St. Paul, Minnesota for awhile. The lure of adventure and travel took him to Medicine Hat and Alberta, Canada in 1885 where he was a foreman on a construction project. He came to Escanaba in 1886, and it was then that he sent for his childhood sweetheart, Wendla Johnson, born November 18, 1859, in Smaland, Sweden. She worked in St. Paul for a time and then came to Escanaba where they were married on July 27, 1887. A daughter, Hildegard, was born here November 21, 1888, and died in 1905. During their stay in Escanaba, Mr. Johnson was again foreman on a project - shoveling out sand at the base of the bluff between Escanaba and Gladstone for railroad tracks.
The family moved to Helena, Michigan in 1890 where Esther was born on September 24, 1891. A son, Ernest, was born there on January 5, 1894. Another son, Albert, was also born there on March 29, 1898. The family then moved to Hyde in April of 1898. John Johnson was a foreman of a C&NW section crew, and the family lived in the "Section House" along the tracks. On June 26, 1898, a daughter, Alma, was born. Another daughter, Lillie, was born July 15, 1900, dying in 1903. Alice Johnson was born February 18, 1903.
Esther, Ernest, and Albert attended the Temple School. Alma and Alice attended the Pine Ridge School, and some of their teachers were Belle Harvey. Mable Devine, Agnes Burke, and Linnea Johnson. Alice completed the 7th and 8th grades at the Kasten School at Hyde, with Ray McCarthy of Gladstone as the teacher.



THE ELMER LeBRESHES
 Quebec, Canada was the birthplace of Elmer LeBresh, who was born on March 21, 1880. He married LeMars Ruth Peck, who was born April 25, 18 .92 .in Knapp, Wisconsin. They were married in 1909 and had one child, Doris. They lived in a log cabin about one mile south of Hyde. Doris recalled,the following story: "When I was a little girl, the Indians would come to Grandma and Grandpa's farm; and Pa traded salt, tea, flour and sugar for smoked fish and smoked venison. They had real nice canoes. They had a bunch of fish hanging on poles and boards with fire under them so the flies wouldn't get on them. Then the fish had to dry. After they were dried, the Indians put them in a tepee and smoke them. My grandparents had a good sized place just north of the George Cholger home today, down by the Ford River."

THE HENRY KASTENS
 The first blacksmith shop in Hyde was run by Henry Kasten, who was born in Kolberg, Wisconsin in 1897. He ran the shop from 1901 to 1915, when it was sold to Emil Slias. Mr. Slias ran it from 1915 to 1929 when the shop burned down. It was at the blacksmith shop that the farmers brought their horses to be shod. A daughter of Henry Kasten, Rose (Monson) said that, as a little girl, she remembers that the farm wives would come into the house and visit with her mother while waiting for the horses' hooves to be taken care of.
Henry Kasten married Margaret Ettenhoftr, who was born in 188 5. She had a brother, John, and a sister, Kate, who lived and farmed in the north Hyde area for many years. Mr. Kasten also was a farmer and a township officer, having been supervisor for eleven years.
The Kasten School was located on a corner portion of his land, and it was built in 1917. Early teachers there included Marie Jaeger, Margaret Jaeger, Alfred Anderson, Sadie Anderson and M. E. Leahy. Some of her classmates were Richard Porath, Julia .and Alice Van Enkevort, Joe, Albert and Xavier Fish, Louise· and Bernadette Pepin, Joe Dubord, the Kositzke children, and Ruth, Harvey, Mildred and Audrey Gauthier.
The following children were born to Margaret and Henry Kasten: Rose, Clarence, Ella, Minnie, Beatrice, Edna, Ralph, Grace and Lorayn.
Rose Kasten taught school for a number of years, at the Temple School and the Porath School. She would usually walk there; but when the snow was very deep in the winter months, her father would take her with the horse and sleigh. She also recalled that the last social event at the Grange Hall at Hyde before it was converted into the Lutheran Church was a wedding shower for her.




THE WILLIAM VAN ENKEVORTS
(This account was written up by Alice Van Enkevort Gucky.)
My father, William Van Enkevort, was born in DePere, Wisconsin on January 16, 1880, in a family of seven brothers and three sisters. Two brothers, as of 1973, survive - Henry and Louis, and two sisters, Mary and Minnie. My dad died in 1950. He served as highway commissioner for Ford River Township in the early years. Later, he served on the Board of Review, as Justice of the Peace, and on the Election Board.
My mother, Louise De Noble, was born in DePere, Wisconsin on September 8, 1880. She had a brother who died in infancy. Her parents died at an early age, so she was raised by her grandparents (the Boykins). She served on the Ford River Township Board of Education after her marriage.
My parents came to Bark River, Michigan to operate my grandfather's farm (Albert Van Enkevort) in 1905 for a year. Then they went on to Alberta, Canada to make their home. In the meantime, they heard of a farm for sale at Hyde by Peter Blake who had homesteaded it. My dad liked the place and especially the wood products which were abundant on the land at that time.
They had two children: Julia and Alice. Julia was born in DePere in 1903 and taught at the Kasten School, Rock School, Perronville School and Pine Ridge School. She graduated from Escanaba High School and from Northern Michigan University. She married Harold Terens of Ford River Mill and had a daughter, Alice Louise. Harold died, and she remarried - to Bert Paquette - and had a son, Steven, by this marriage.
I was born in Bark River in 1906 and graduated from Escanaba High School and Northern Michigan University. I married Joseph B. Gucky in 1932 and have one son, Gerrit. I taught in Harris Township, and at the following schools: Porath, Wells Township, Pine Ridge, South Ford River and Kasten. Then I moved to Stephenson and taught at the Mellen Elementary School at Wallace, Michigan.
The first storekeeper I can remember at Hyde was a Mr. Forgette who sold the store to John Gauthier, who operated it for many years. Then he bought a store in Bark River and his able clerk, Frank Blake, operated the store for him until he purchased it for himself. The "Switch" also consisted of a saloon run by Peter Blake and a general farm machinery shop run by Charlie Walker.
The children from Hyde went to school at the Temple School about 1½ miles away, until one was established at Hyde. It was an old, discarded log house next to Henry Kasten 's blacksmith shop. School was a bit different from today. We would see the men from the blacksmith shop go to the saloon with little tin pails and come back with foam on the top of the pails! Before the day was over, the crowd at the shop would be quite merry and the language merrier ... Across from the log cabin windows was a window into the blacksmith shop; and, in warm weather, if both windows were open, a horse's head might appear - while he got a new pair of shoes! Yes, we too also stopped on our way home from school to watch the smithy, Henry Kasten, with his anvil. We heard plenty of blacksmith shop hammering. One of the things that fascinated us at the blacksmith shop was the outside fire that burned out the broken wooden wheels from the outside iron rims - then to replace the rims on new wooden wheels.

The poem "The Village Blacksmith" was real easy for us to learn!
"Under a spreading chestnut tree,
The village smithy stands.
The smith, a mighty man is he,
With large and sinewy hands ... "
(Henry W. Longfellow)
The school by the blacksmith shop was called the Switch School. The teachers I can remember were Mr. Paul Anderson from Gladstone and Miss Sadie Anderson. The years this school was in session were from 1914-1918. Families that attended the Switch School were: Kasten, Fish, Forgette, Porath, Lachapelle, Pepin, Gauthier, also Alice Johnson from the Section House and my sister, Julia, and me from the Van Enkevort family.
In fall and spring, a pond formed in the low area between the school and the present residence of Richard and Dorothy Donahue. We spent recesses and noon hours on the ice. In the evening, all the kids from the village met here: skating, sliding, making trains with sleds to ride the younger ones, pulled by the big boys on skates. It was a fast ride! When the Cannon Ball (fast train about 9:00) went through, it was time to go home. One spring day, Julia walked out on the thin ice and fell through, getting wet to her hips!
Later, a new school was built on our corner and on Mr. Kasten's land, thereby getting its name, the Kasten School. We moved in January 1918, to this school, with Mrs. Paul (Marie Jaeger) Rademacher of Escanaba as our teacher.
As a student at the Kasten School, we once held a spelling bee with the Pine Ridge School. The neighborhood turned out for the event, and we won - so we were pleased with ourselves!  The teachers there were Mrs. Margaret Richards of Iron Mountain at the Kasten School and Miss Minnie Larson of the Pine Ridge School.
The programs at the Kasten School were always a Christmas "must." Good manners and "do your best" were the goal of all.
School picnics were always held in the school yard, at the end of the school year; and everyone, parents included, turned out for them. Prizes were awarded for things like the one who could sing the loudest, the three-legged race, gunny sack race, and the one who could run the fastest. Prizes were such things as a tablet or a pencil.
When I was but a child, the Switch had a band that would start from the Store and march down the road playing lively music. It would go north about three blocks and then into August Porath's field to play for baseball games. My Uncle Louis played in that band.
Also, during the summer, and especially on the Fourth of July, all the people of Hyde packed picnic baskets and went to the pavilion in Charlie Walker's woods to listen to the men electioneer and to hear the band play. The older folks all danced and had a gay time. This was a jolly time for all the young 'uns, too!   
Every half hour, a train would pass through our little village - mostly freight trains carrying logs, iron ore and coal. Four passenger trains stopped daily. My parents had friends from Escanaba who came out on the 7:15 train in the evening and who would return on the 9:45 to town.
With the coming of cars, all things and times began to change. Even the village hall where dances took place every Saturday night in the summer finally became the German Lutheran Church which is used today as a place of worship.
When we first moved to the farm, neighbors told the tale of a man named Anton LaLonde who was said to have buried his money in an iron kettle somewhere on our farm. He was afraid of being robbed because of his wealth and reputation. However, he was found murdered; but his wealth was supposed to have never been found. My folks found a map in an old, discarded trunk, telling of the location of the kettle by so many feet from some painted sticks. The news spread, and soon many men came walking or in wagons with picks and shovels, searching for the painted sticks and the kettle. Even at night, we would see lanterns setting on top of piles of freshly dug earth. They all finally gave up. When my folks dug the basement for the barn, the painted sticks were found - but no kettle was ever found~ If this story is true, the kettle is still waiting to be claimed ...
I remember, also, my folks taking us to the Ford River in the spring to see the log jams - because the logs were floated down the river to the sawmill at Ford River Mill town.
Hyde was a dairy farming area since most of the woods had been cut away. The chief money crop was raising potatoes. Pickers were, and still are, hired to pick potatoes in the fall at a certain price per bushel. Some good pickers could pick a hundred bushels in a day.
Hyde was a happy, respectable, lively, friendly little village that sent out many who held responsible and trustworthy positions; and I am grateful to have had the privilege to grow up among them.
THE PETER FENLONS
Pete Fenlon was born about 1841 in Ireland, and he married Mary Mahoney who was born in 1857 in New York. The children of this couple were: John1 Jerry, Tom, Pete, Edward, Lawrence, Frank, Albert, Howard, Elizabeth (Casey), May (Raether), Annie (Billy), and Margaret (Petersen). The farm south of Hyde was first owned by Charles Kositzke. Lawrence said that he farmed in this area from 1910 until 1963 when he retired. Lawrence and his brothers, Ed and Jerry, ran the farm. Two other brothers, Frank (Slim) and Bert also considered the big, square farmhouse as their "home base" when they were not working in the woods in various lumber camps. Lawrence further said that most of the people in the area were farmers; and his wife, Grace, recalled that as. a girl, she wore high-top shoes, home-made blouses and skirts to the shoe-tops and braided hair tied with ribbons. "All the kids went barefoot in the summer," she said. "When the girls got older, they wore their hair up; and all the girls wore hats."



Jerry Fenlon was township supervisor for many years. He never married. Edward, Albert and Frank also remained bachelors. John married Celia Farrell; Pete married Della Leclaire; Elizabeth wed Mike Casey; Margaret married Ralph Petersen; Tom wed Ceil Kane; Howard married Ann Prah; May married Henry Raether, and Annie wed Tony Billy, while Lawrence married Grace Kane.
Margaret Fenlon Petersen came to Hyde from the Felch area and attended the Porath School as a sixth grader. Her teacher was Linnea Johnson (Mrs. Emil Dittrich). Some of the ‘students at that time were Alex and Henry Posenke, Alec and Renee Derouin, Robert Scheel, Howard, Frank and Bert Fenlon, Hedvig and Anna Bittner, Minnie and Pauline Baranowski, Ellen Johnson, Marta Scheeneman, and Clara, Flora and Frances Posenke.
She said that, for fun, they would attend parties and dances at the "Green House" on the hill (a house she and her husband, Ralph, later bought and lived in for many years and later purchased by Louis and Jean Nolde.) They also attended parties and dances at the Ford River Town Hall, near Ford River Mill. In the winter, there would be sleigh-ride parties.
THE OLIVER RAYMONDS
 Oliver Raymond was born sometime in the 1870's and married Emily Blake. They lived on the farm a mile south of the village of Hyde, later owned by the Fred Krause family and then by the Nick Brayak, Sr. family. When Mr. Raymond's eyesight began to fail, his son, William, who was married to Agnes Odette, ran the farm from 1916-1923. Their children were Raymond, Bill, Joe and Marie.
THE NICK BRAYAKS,SR.
Yugoslavia was the birthplace of Nick Brayak, Sr. and his wife, Anna Cvitak. He was born in the village of Tomasnica on November 1, 1892. His wife was born in Brajak Brdo August 25, 1892. A brother of Nick, Steve Brayak, was born in Yugoslavia, also, on January 7, 1896. Both of these brothers came to the United States and first lived in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. Nick came in 1909 and Steve in 1913. Steve worked in Pittsburgh for eight months and then came to the Upper Peninsula of Michigan, seeking "adventure." Nick came here in 1914, returning to Pittsburgh to marry Anna Cvitak in February of 1916. She came to the States in 1911.
The young couple lived in Pittsburgh for four years where Mr. Brayak worked in the steel mills there. At that time, they decided to move to Hyde. Nick purchased a farm from Tom O'Neal a couple of miles southwest of Hyde. 
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The following account, related by Anna Brayak, is taken from a book called The Brayak Family, written in 1969 by Jean Peterson Brayak:
"Pa and John, who was only four years old at that time, came out to the farm on a cold November day _from Escanaba with a sleigh and a team of horses. (This was after coming to Escanaba by train from Pittsburgh. I stayed in Pittsburgh with my little daughter, Katie, until things were settled.) It was the first time that. Pa had ever driven a team of horses, because in Yugoslavia they just had oxen. Pa put a lantern on the back of the sleigh because he knew it would be dark before he got out to the farm. And it was dark - real dark, because the lantern fell off some place back on the Old State Road! He stopped to inquire the way at someone's house and was told just to let the horses go by themselves, and they would find their way home by instinct. And that is just what they did. So Pa and John got to our new home in total darkness. Pa did not even know how to unhitch the horses, so he and John walked over to where a light was shining across the road aways. This turned out to be the Ed McMahon home. Ed came back with Pa to our place, unhitched the horses and fed them. Then he left a lantern with Pa so he could have some light in the house.
The very first morning at the farm, Pa got up early and went out to milk the four cows in the barn. But he didn't know how to milk, and nothing went in the pail! So, we went back to the McMahon's again for help, and Mrs. Anna (Posenke) McMahon came to show Pa how to milk the cows. She came over every day and ·helped him milk the cows until I got there. (We had one cow on our farm back in Yugoslavia, so I knew how to milk cows but only with one hand, not with two hands as they did in America.)
Katie and I got to Escanaba eight days later, and my brother-in law, Steve Brayak, and John Back, the insurance man, brought us out to our new home. After coming from a big city like Pittsburgh to an out-of-the-way place like Ford River Switch, I did not feel too happy! But I knew I had to make the best of it.
The first winter there on the farm in 1921 was a very long one, and we did not go anywhere. Steve Posenke, another neighbor, used to come over every day to bring the mail and visit.
Old Dr. John Groos arrived after the twins were born on June 8, 1922. We named them Tom and Steve.
For three years after coming to the farm, I never went to Escanaba! One winter day, I told Pa I wanted to go to town, so he hitched up the horse and cutter. It seemed as if we had driven down the Old State Road for hours, so I asked Pa how much further it was to Escanaba. He said, "We are only halfway there!" And I said, "Let's turn. around and go back home." And we did. And there I stayed until 1924 when we got our first car - a brand new Ford touring car for $475."
The Brayaks lived at the Old Farm from 1921-1928 when they bought another farm, up the road about a half mile nearer Hyde. This farm was owned by Oliver Raymonds and later rented by the Fred Krauses. So the Brayak family moved from their original home, and in 191.9 their last son, Nick, Jr., was born. Besides farming, Mr. Brayak also worked for the I. Stephenson Company, as did his brother, Steve.  


THE GEORGE CHOLGERS, SR.
 George Karl Cholger was born in_ East Tawas, Michigan, on April 3, 1884, and was raised in Wilbur Township of Oscoda County, coming to Hyde in 1922, after first having lived in Escanaba from 1906 until then. His wife, Martha Bittner, was born in East Prussia on April l0, 1884. The couple was married on August 20, 191 0, at St. Paul's Lutheran Church.
Mr. Cholger first worked for the I. Stephenson Company and then bought a farm formerly owned by Steve Posenke south of Hyde. He was the treasurer of the Ford River Telephone Company, a 22-party line. However, his son, George, Jr., remarked that, even with so many people on the line, it was often easier to get the line then than it is now. People only made necessary calls, rather than just using the telephone to visit. (Of course, on the old-fashioned party line, everyone knew everyone else's business!)
The Cholgers were early members of St. Paul's Church and Mrs. Cholger was a charter member of the Ladies Aid there. Mrs. Nick Brayak, Sr. remembers her as a "very good neighbor." She recalled that, when her youngest son, Nick, was born in 1929, Mrs. Cholger came over to help her out and baked many loaves of homemade bread for her. The two friends used to go berry picking in the summer for years - until Mrs. Cholger was in her late seventies. They picked the berries in Cholger's woods and also in the woods back of the Old Farm owned by the Brayak's. They also would walk over to visit another neighbor, Mrs. Anna Billy. And, once every week, both Mr. and Mrs. Cholger would come over for a visit in the evening. Every Christmas Eve, the Cholgers and the Otto Dittrichs would come over for a party until World War II when most of the young men in these families were called into service.
The Cholgers subscribed to "Life" Magazine and the Brayaks to the "Escanaba Daily Press," and for years the two families exchanged these periodicals.
George Cholger, Sr. liked to hunt, and every fall .until he was in his late seventies; he went deer hunting. He always sat on the same stump at "Neumann's Run" and usually always got a deer, too. In his younger years, he went hunting at a camp up in the Whitefish area. One summer, he went blueberry picking up in Nahma with his two sons, Leonard and George, accompanied by his neighbor, Nick Brayak, Sr., who had his oldest son, John, with him. They came home with gallons of blueberries -- many of them green and full of leaves! Mrs. Brayak said that she and Mrs. Cholger found it a very tiresome job to clean those berries. They canned many quarts and baked many pies and then "threw out the rest."
The first year Mr. Cholger came to the farm, he was cutting hay one day; and the mower was left in gear. He got off to adjust something and the horse pulled ahead, the mower cutting a cord in Mr. Cholger's ankle. He was laid up the rest of the summer but went on crutches to the tractor and still drove it, picking up his crutches which he leaned against the fence when he got off the tractor. He did the tractor work until he was in his early eighties.



THE PETER BLAKES
 Born in Black Creek, New York in 1856, Peter Blake married Hannah Kempf, who was born in 1867 in Phoenix, Michigan. Their children were: Frank, Adele, Albert, Bill, Arthur, Emmy and Lucille. As most of the people in the community, the Blakes were farmers. Mr. Blake later ran the tavern at Hyde, also. The children attended the Temple School, and Bert recalled that his teachers included Carrie Nolden, Agnes Burke, Margaret Champion, Sophie Harkens, Margaret Keneally, and a Miss Wiston. Some of his schoolmates included Mary and Ole Olson, Edna Anderson, Henry, Andy and Emil Derouin, Arthur DeLaire and Albert Meloche.
THE HENRY WITTES
 Another early settler was Henry Witte. He married Gusta Zuege, who was born in Germany in 1879. They came to Hyde about 1915 and farmed. Their children were: Martin, Esther, May, Norman, Walter and Marie.
THE ANTONE HAHNS
 Antone Hahn was born in Austria about 1877. His wife, Agnes, was born in Poland. They came to the Upper Peninsula in 1913, first settling in Bark River. Their children were: Frank, Marion and Violet (Mrs. Joe Zawada).
THE ALEX DEROUINS
 Ford River Mill was the birthplace of Alex Derouin, who was born there in 1884. His wife was Rose Derusha who was born in Bark River in 1892. They had two children, Mitchell and Vfola, and built their home in 19 23 near the Hyde bridge, where they. lived for nearly forth years. This house and property along the Ford River was then purchased by Mr. and Mrs. C. Gust Peterson, who built a home in that location, renting the original Derouin house.
THE FRED DEROUINS
Fred Derouin emigrated to this area from Quebec, Canada, where he was born in 1879. His wife, Zoa LeBresh, also came from Canada. She was born there in 1877. They first lived in Perkins, and then came to Hyde. Here they lived where the Tom Garlands later lived and where Alice Jaeger now lives. Then they moved north of Hyde, near the old Temple School, where they were engaged in farming. The following children were born to this couple: Peter, Clara, Fred, Fardine, Alice, Amanda, Alex, Frank, Clifford, Edward, Rose and Marie.
During the winter months, Mr. Derouin worked in the woods; and his wife cooked at the lumber camps. She arose at 4:00 A.M. to make breakfast for the lumberjacks. The entire day was spent in preparing food, and it would often be 10:00 at night before the dishes were all done and put away. In Zoa's "free time," she would sew clothes for her twelve children. In the summer, she enjoyed gardening and always liked to grow flowers, as well as vegetables which she canned for the winter months.


THE ALEX JOHNSONS
 Alex Johnson was born in 1877 in Oland, Sweden, and came here in 1891, with his parents, Louis and Maria Johnson. Alex married Minnie Reed from Danforth, and they were the parents of these children: Gilbert, Leslie, Gordon, Helen and Glen.
THE WILLIAM TEMPLES
William Temple was born in Grindstone City, Michigan, in 1888. His wife, Ann Baker, was born in 1877. Ann Baker's father, Peter Baker, was born in Germany in the middle 1800's and was a veteran of the Civil War in America. He was a prisoner of war at Andersonville Prison in the South. Peter Baker's wife was Hannah Blanchard, who was born in England in the mid-1800's.
William and Ann Temple were the parents of these children: Daisy, Ruth, Richard and Eileen. They homesteaded property and farmed for a living. The land for the Temple School was donated to the Ford River Township by the Temples.
Bill Temple was always active in township affairs and was the president of the Ford River School Board for 40 years. He was also president of the township board for many years. The Temples belonged to the Grange and attended many activities at the Grange Hall at Hyde. Bill always liked to sing, and he often led the group in community sing-alongs. Ann Temple was musically inclined and often played the old pump-organ in the parlor of the Temple home. She could also play the accordion and the violin, and when there were parties at various homes during the winter months, she would play for the dances.
When Daisy Temple Blake attended the Temple School in the 1920's, the following teachers were there: Elsie Severinsen, Rose Kasten and Leona Erickson. Students attending that school then were from these families: Andrew Iversons, George Patricks, John Picards, Gust Poraths, Emil Carlsons, Iver Hellmans and Gust Bittners.
All the traveling was done by horse and buggy or sleigh until 1923 when her father bought a milk truck, as he delivered milk for the Delta Made Dairy in Escanaba.










THE DANIEL OLSONS
 The year 1870 was the birthdate of Daniel Olson, who was born in Sweden. His wife, Hilda Johansson, was born there in 1874. They came to this country in 1897 and bought farmland northwest of Hyde. Their children were: Roy, Werner, Hilding, Gerda, Alice and Bertha.
Their son, Hilding, attended the Temple School from about 1906-1914; and some of the students then were Bill Blake, Albert Meloche, Ed Gunkel and Emily Olson. Hilding worked as a janitor for the school in later years and was also on the Ford River School Board for some time. He married Olga Olson in 1934 and they lived on the "old homestead" since that time.
Hilding recalled the time that the August Porath farm home burned down about 1920. All the neighbors came to help fight the fire. Hilding and a LaChapelle boy were injured in that fire, and Albert Kositzke lost his life.
THE NILS OLSONS
 Nils Olson was born in Norway in 1859; and his wife, Emma Moe, was born in Norway in 1874. They purchased their land northwest of Hyde from the C&NW Railroad Company in 1890. (Nils' brother, Eli, also owned a portion of this land.) Their children were: Mary, Emily, Anna, Ole and Judith. The house they lived in was the original section house of the C&NW Railroad.
THE OSCAR BOLMS
Oscar Balm was born in Sweden in 1891, and his wife, Edna Anderson, was born in 1896 in Chicago, coming to Hyde when she was only two years old. Their children were: Doris, Russell and Paul. Edna attended the Temple School in the early 1900's.
THE JOSEPH PICARDS
 Montreal, Canada, was the birthplace of Joseph Picard in 1861. His wife, Mary Pozey, was also born there in 1874. They came to Ford River Township in the late 1800's. Their children were: John, Joseph, Louis, Delia, Denise and Marian.
THE GEORGE PATRICKS
Both George Patrick and his wife, Frances Kuznia, were born in Poland, near Warsaw. George was born in 1884 and Frances in 1892. They first lived in Niagara Falls, New York, which is where they met and married. They came to Michigan in 1913 where George purchased one "forty" of land northwest of Hyde. Only one acre was cleared at that time. Later, two more forties were bought; and now the property, which is owned by one of his sons, Larry, consists of five forties as Larry also bought the former Picard place.
George Patrick worked in lumber camps for the winter months, while his wife remained on the farm, doing the chores there, and caring for the children: Leda, Joseph, Fred, Jeanette, Bernice, Leona, Gladys and Larry. The original house burned down in 1927, and the present house in which Larry and his wife and family live, was then built.


THE ISAAC PEPINS
This pioneer was born June 22, 1849, in Belotiil, Canada. Isaac Pepin married Lucite Roberts, who was born July 23, 1853, in Peru, New York. They were married on February 24, 1873, at Clarksburg, Michigan.
Their children are as follows: Isaac, Eliza, Charles, Hosanna, Aurelie, Alex, Adele, George, John, Emilia, Richard, Mary, Antoine and Fred.
Their son, George, born in 1883, a long-time resident of north Hyde, married Anna Muther, who was born in 1887. Their children were: Bernadette, Margaret, Louise, Harry, Alice, Mabel, George, Fred, Agnes, Ella Mae and John.
THE PERRY MATTHEWS
Perry Matthews was born in Escanaba on July 19, 1874. His wife, Gertrude Priester, was born there on December 22, 1886. They moved to the Hyde area in 1922. Folks used to call Mrs. Matthews "Automobile Gertie" because she was about the only woman in the vicinity who knew how to drive a car! They bought the farm from Gunkels. Their children were: Irving, Robert, Dorothy and Marian.
Their daughter, Dorothy Matthews Donahue, recalled that they were the first family to have electricity in this area. Her father purchased a Delco Light Plant which furnished electricity for the barn and house about 1927. There was a machine room under the granary where the electricity was generated, and there were about a dozen storage batteries.
Perry Matthews served as secretary of the Ford River School Board for years.
In 1912, Perry and Gertrude Matthews made a trip around the world and took their five-year-old son, Irving, with them. That was the year the ill-fated ocean liner, the "Titanic" sank when it struck an iceberg. The Matthews had fortunately taken another liner, but the ships were not far apart. This trip took about three or four months to make, and they brought back many souvenirs and dolls from the countries they had visited. Dorothy's daughter, Sharon (Mrs. Walter Moniowczak) still has the China tea set her grandmother brought from Japan. Dorothy and Richard Donahue also have a son, Tom.
Dorothy reminisced about her girlhood, saying, "The winter nights were spent playing card games like "Sheepshead" and "Smear." Sometimes we would pop corn. Leonard Kositzke had a horse and sleigh with jingle bells on it, and all the kids would hop in and go for a sleigh-ride, singing and laughing." The depot at Hyde had an old, pot-bellied stove in it; and the Matthews girls would go to the depot, catch the train to Escanaba, and go shopping for the day.
One particular incident Dorothy recalled about her childhood was the time her brother tied her doll buggy to her pony's tail. The frightened pony took off, with Dorothy running after him, crying. Of course, the doll buggy was completely wrecked and in splinters!
When Dorothy was 18 years old, she remembered that the home of a neighbor, Pete Blake, burned down. The fire spread and also burned down Matthews' hay barn and machine shed.

THE FRED KOSITZKES
Julius Frederick Koschitzke (the German spelling) was born in LaBau, West Prussia, in 1859, coming to America in 1892 and to the north Hyde area in 1894. His wife, Eva Kirschnik, was also born in Prussia in 1860, in the town of Krest.
Their son, Charles Kositzke, was also born in Prussia in 1887 and emigrated here with his parents in 1892. He married Amanda Jeska, who was born in Warren, Wisconsin in 1887. Their children were: Leonard, Eileen, Kenneth, Lucille and Charles. It was recalled that there used to be a newspaper published in the German language in the early 1900's, and Charles Kositzke, Sr., always liked to read this paper.
THE JOHN PINOZEKS
 Yet another pioneer to the Hyde area was John Pinozek, ·who was born in 1878 in Poland. He left the Old Country at the age of 24, in 1902, and came to this area. He married Frances Postak who was also born in Poland, in-the year 1894. The following children were born to them: Teckla, Joe, Charles, Ann, Frank and Katherine. They also lived north of Hyde, on property that bordered the Ford River near a bridge, and were farmers.
THE NICHOLAS CHERNICKS
Born in Russia in 1894, Nicholas Chernick came to the United States at the age of 16, in 1910. His wife, Mary Warchana, also was born in Russia in 1894 and came to America in 1910. They both settled in Chicago where they met. Nicholas was a tailor there, but the long hours indoors were bad for his health; so they decided to move to the Upper Peninsula of Michigan, where he worked in the woods and regained his health. They first lived in Wells, then Escanaba, and moved to Hyde in the late 1920's. The Chernick children were Ann, Nick, John, Helen, Olga, Jean, Wesley, Barbara and David.
THE CASIMIR ZAGKOWSKIS
 Kazimierz (Casimir) Zagkowski was born in Poland in 1874 and came to this country in 1915 living in this area one year, then going to Milwaukee for one year, and then returning to Hyde where he was a farmer for the remainder of his life. His wife, Katherine, was born in Poland in 1881. He was known as the "Egg Man" because he always peddled eggs and potatoes in Escanaba. Their children were Vonda, Josephine, and Mary.
Mary said that, when they were kids, they first went to school at Pine Ridge and had to cross the river on a swinging bridge. One day, however, they were informed that they were not to use this risky bridge anymore. After that, they went to the Kasten School near Hyde. Mary also said that the farm her father purchased was originally owned by a Marenger family.




THE AUGUST SEVERINSENS
This pioneer was born in Denmark in 1877. August Severinsen came to the United States in 1894 and married a Hansen girl from Wilson, Michigan. She died in 1911 and he later married Hattie Seward who was born in 189 5 in Nahma. They first lived at Faunus, then at Escanaba and then in the Newhall area, northwest of Hyde. Here August worked for the National Pole Company where a small village grew up, consisting of 12-14 houses, a store and a post office. A railroad came in there·, and the logs were shipped out by this means and also down the river to the Ford River Mill.
August Severinsen was always active in community affairs and was on the Wells Township School Board and also was road commissioner. He worked for a surplus food company, the Federal Land Bank, and also was an insurance agent.
Their children were: Elsie, Otto, John, Chet, Herb, Ronald, Bill, Bob, August, Jr. and Harold.

THE ANDREW IVERSONS
Andrew Iverson was born in Denmark and married Hilma Hedsten who was born in Escanaba. Mr. Iverson was sheriff of Delta County for a number of years and then moved to northwest Hyde, in the Newhall area, where he bought a farm. Their children were: Andrew, Melvin, Crystal, Ruby, Irene, Fern, Earl, La Vern and Bernice.




BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES OF WEST FORD RIVER RESIDENTS

THE WILLIAM F. KRAUSES
William F. Krause was born in Saxony, Germany in 1852. He married Anna Strobach who was born there in 1855. They emigrated to the United States in 1887, coming directly to the Ford River area. Their children were: Ernest, William, Fred, Emil, Anna (Linzner), and Freda (Hider). (Ernest's autobiography is related elsewhere in this book.)
THE FRED KRAUSES
Fred Krause was born April 10, 1886, in Bad Schandau, Saxony, Germany. His wife, Emma Porath, was born at Hyde September 5, 1892; and they were married in 1911.
Mr. Krause started school at the Porath School, and some of his classmates were: Willie Muther, John Posenke, Willie and Charlie Porath, and Emil and Otto Dittrich. He later transferred to the Ford River Mill School. Here his teacher was a Miss Lanaville, and some of his school-mates were: Ewald, Emma and Bertha Leisner, Andrew and Bada Christofferson, and Richard and Mary Gravelle.
The Fred Krauses were the parents of nine children: Fred, Jr., Ernest, Albert, Louis, Ralph, Mrs. Emil (Mildred) Scheeneman, Mrs. Ray (Martha) Sundstrom, Mrs. Mabel Brousseau and Mrs. Russell (Marian) Trepanier.
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THE JAMES HIDERS
James L. Hider was born May 9, 1892, in Wisconsin. His wife, Freda Krause, was born April 18, 1897, in Ford River. They were wed in 1919 and came to their farm about _midway between Hyde and Ford River Mill in 1920. Mr. Hider worked as a woodsman and river driver and farmer. Their children were Kenneth and Ruth.
THE CARL SCHEENEMANS
Pomeran, Germany was.the birthplace of Carl Scheeneman, who was born there on April 28, 1860. Tillie Bittner, his wife, was also born in Germany on February 25, 1876. They were married on June 2, 1895, at Ford River. Their children were: Emil, Carl, Rudolph, Ernest, William, Herbert, Martha, Emma and Irene.
THE PETER A. PETERSONS
Peter Peterson was born in Sweden in 1850 and came to the United States at the age of 21. His wife, Christina Christopherson, was born in Sweden in 1865 and came here as a young child, settling with her parents in Ford River on the Wittlock Road. The children in the family were: August, Oscar, William, Hedvig and Clara.
THE ANDREW AUGUST NELSONS
Andrew Nelson was born in 1862 in Sweden. This man came here as a young fellow and worked loading the boats that came from Chicago to Ford River Mill. Andrew Nelson also worked at the lumber mill and in the woods, after the mill closed down. He was an only child and lived on the Moe farm after his marriage to Christophina Moe in 1892. They had five children: Albin, Anna, Andrew, Hjalmar (Cad) and Wilbert. • Mrs. Moe died when the baby, Wilbert, was only six weeks old; so he was adopted by a close friend, Mrs. Herman Benson, and took the name of Benson. Anna Nelson, who was only ten years old at that time, took care of the house and of Carl, who was four years old then.
THE FRANS OSCAR WITTLOCKS
Born in Stockholm, Sweden, this pioneer's year of birth was 1837. His wife, Louisa Johansson, was born there in 1845. Mr. Wittlock was in the Swedish cavalry there, and his name was then Swanson. There were so many with the same name that the commander gave some of them different names, and so Frans Ostar Swanson became Oscar Wittlock. He came to this country in 1882 and sent for his wife and family a year later. Their children were: Josephine, Selma, Emma, Charles and Axel. (Axel was the only child born in the United States.) At the time his wife and family came over from Sweden, the youngest child, Charlie, was only a baby and sickly. He was kept hidden because, if he should die, his mother did not want him buried at sea.




THE CHARLES WITTLOCKS
 Charles Wittlock was born in 1883 in Sweden and married Anna Nelson who was born in 1895. They were wed in 1924 and had four children: Robert, Clifford, Beatrice and Janet. Charlie was well-known as an amusing storyteller. One such story goes like this: It seems that Charlie used to work on construction projects; and, on this particular occasion, he was building a chimney. He was up on the roof when he heard an awful commotion. He looked down at the clean-out door that had been left open, and there was a cat hanging on for dear life because that chimney had such a good draft!
Another story Charlie used to tell concerned the blueberry picking season. Charlie was out in the woods one day picking blueberries when he suddenly met a bear. Charlie said, "I ran and ran for a long time; and I finally came to a lake and escaped by running across that lake on the ice!" Someone was sure to ask; "How come there was ice during blueberry picking season?" And Charlie would answer, "Because that bear chased me clear into November!"
Yet another story concerned ice-fishing. One time Charlie was fishing near the old Ford River bridge and had cut a hole in the ice. It was night-time and he had his lantern in his hand. It seems that he lost his balance and fell through the hole into the water. Well, he walked on the river bottom until he got to the bay and came up for air. But the surprising thing was, he said, that his lantern was still lit!
THE MAGNUS ENGLUNDS
Magnus Englund was born in Sweden in 1871; and his wife, Anna Larson, was born in Varmland, Sweden, also in 1871. They came to the Ford River area in 1894. Mr. Englund was employed at the saw mill there and later engaged in farming. Their children were: Hulda, Emma, Ted, Lud, Emil, Andrew, Hannah, Vera and Esther.












THE CHARLES V. SUNDSTROMS
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Description automatically generated]This pioneer was born in Fugesta, Sweden on March 22, 1868. Mr. Sundstrom came to America when he was 19 years old, in 1887. He arrived first in Cadillac, Michigan and worked in a sawmill there for a couple of years. He then moved to Ford River when he was 21 years old, to work at the sawmills as a key bolter when business was booming then, according to his daughter, Evelyn.
He followed the sawmills to Nahma and Ironwood for a few years and then returned to live in Ford River until his death at the age of 80 in 1948.


Charles Sundstrom married Ragna Moe who was born November 27, 1886 in Hammerfest, Norway. She came to America directly to Ford River, in 1889 with her mother, Anna Moe, and sisters: Thea, Emma and Christophina and brothers, Adolph and John. Her father, Martin Moe, was already. in this country as recorded elsewhere in this book by Thea Moe Johnson in her autobiography.
The Sundstroms had seven children: Kenneth, Harold, Walfred, Hildred (Hill), Raymond, Edith (Blosser) and Evelyn.

THE CHARLES BLOOMS
Charles Bloom was born in 1855 in Sweden, and he wed Johanna Elofson who was born in Sweden in 1849. Their children were: Malvina (Cotnoir), Albin, William, Tillie (Draves), Emma (Knutson) and Selma (Peterson). Albin married Tillie Erickson and lived in Ford River since 1920. William also lived in that area.
THE EDWARD WUNDERS
The birthplace of Edward Wunder was Austin, Minnesota. He was born February 5, 1879 and married Louise Manke who was born in Cedarburg, Wisconsin December 7, 1885. They came to the Ford River area in 1932. Mr. Wunder worked for the C&NW Railroad. They owned the farm which is now the James Hider farm. They had nine children. One of their sons, Albert, was born in Arbor Vitta, Wisconsin in 1913 and married Corrinne LaValley who was born in Escanaba in 1915. Their children were: James, Gertrude, Robert, Milton, Arnold, Harley, Clifford, Corrine, Christine and Edward.
BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES OF SOUTH FORD RIVER RESIDENTS
(BAY SHORE)

THE HIRAM WELLMANS
Hiram Wellman was born October 8, 1846, in Jackson County, Detroit, Michigan. His wife, _Buretta Cornell, was born July 9, 1853, on St. Martin's Island. This couple was married on Washington Island on July 4, 1869. They had seven sons and two daughters: Ardee, William, Edward, Philip, Theodore, Simian, Joseph, Sarah and Euretta.
THE THOMAS WELLMANS
Born May 27, 1874 in Seymour, Wisconsin, Thomas Ardee Wellman and his wife, Clara Nadeau, were married August 30, 1899. Clara was born October 22, 1883, in Dorchester, Wisconsin. They had three boys and five girls: Jesse, Genevieve, Josephine, Emilyne, Dorothy (Doris), Hiram, Ardee and Leone.
According to Mrs. Arthur Nelson, they all attended the Ford River Mill school, even her parents. This was located in the village. She relates: "We lived in the part they called Indian Town, and I remember going with my brother. at noon to bring dinner to my dad. He worked at the lumber mill. My mother's folks lived near the Old Bridge, which is the Ford River village now. My dad's folks lived at South Ford. River. Those days it was called Misery Bay. They walked to work every morning and they also worked at the Mill.
When I first started school, a teacher by the name of Belle Cass taught first grade. I also had Florence Londerville as a grade schoolteacher. My grandfather, Hiram Wellman, was on the school board for a few years. He also taught school in his earlier days. He was a Civil War veteran. My father, Thomas Wellman, was in the Spanish-American War.
THE JESSE WELLMANS
Jesse Wellman was born in 1900 in Ford River. His wife, Louise La Voie was born in 1905 in Bark River. Their children were: Cleo, Lillian, Alice, Leland, Willmore, Delor, Darrell, Ormal, Dwayne, Barbara, Wesley, Harold, Vernon and Dennis. (Seven of their children still live in Ford River Township: Cleo, Willmore, Delor, Ormal, Harold, Vernon and Dennis.)
THE JOHN NELSONS
John Nelson was born March 16, 1864; and his wife, Hannah Peterson, was born in 1866, both coming from Sweden in 1888. They came to South Ford River in 1902 and had a son, Arthur.
PETER EKES
Another old resident in that locality was Peter Ekes, an old sheep-raiser who was born in Wisconsin in 1863. He lived in that area for 60 years.

THE JOHN PETERSONS
John Peterson was born in 1870 in Norway and came to this country in 1871 with his parents, Ole Peterson and Mary Anderson. They lived near Hyde at a place called Section One. John Peterson married Selma Bloom who was born in 1886 in Ford River. Their children were Dorance arid Harlan A. Peterson. After their marriage, they lived on the Wittlock Road.
One of Ole Peterson's sons, William, once owned a large part of Ford River village. He also owned Peterson's Tea Room, which was a fine restaurant.
John Peterson's son, Harlan A. Peterson, was born in 1904 in Ford River and married Freda Erickson who was born in 1907 in Daggett.' (Her parents were Gust Erickson, born in Sweden in 1860, and Emelia Lindquist, born in 1876 in Sweden.) The children of Harlan and Freda were Glen and Muriel (Mrs. Ormal Wellman.)
THE ALFRED NELSONS
Alfred Nelson was born in Sweden in 1868. He married Mary Buske who was born in Ford River in 1885. He first worked at the Mill at Ford River and then about 1911 moved to the South Bay Shore area where he bought a farm. Their children were: Frank, Esther, Carl, Herman, Earl, Mel, Harry and Harold.
Harry Nelson had the following information about Ford River residents found in an issue of "The Labor Tribune" of Escanaba, dated November 27, 1902, under "Ford River News":
"Mr. and Mrs. John Simons announce the arrival of a bouncing baby boy.
Mr. and Mrs. Alex Johnson of Ford River were also the happy recipients of a new baby last week.
John Peterson of Ford River has been on the sick list for a few days but is getting better.
Miss Mabel Goodenough with her mother, Mrs. George W. Goodenough and Mrs. George Goodenough, Jr., enjoyed a ride to Escanaba last Monday.
The oldest son of Joe Muther of Ford River was taken very sick last week while hunting. He was taken to the hospital last Thursday.
The masquerade party given by the Ford River dancing club was held at that place. Lunch was served, after which dancing was enjoyed until the wee small hours in the morning. Quite a number of Escanaba people enjoyed the party.
Mr. and Mrs. John Ohrstrom of Ford River made a pleasant visit to Escanaba last Monday."
Further information provided by Harry Nelson from "The Labor Tribune" reads as follows: "Our friend, Shingle, of Ford River informs us that on November 17 (1902) George Goodenough, knee bolter, made a remarkable run, 103,000 in 10 hours work. Up to date, the Ford River shingle mill has cut 42,500,000 and is still sawing."
Also kept as a souvenir was a pay envelope of Alfred Nelson for one month. The total was $68.88.
A pamphlet on farm machinery was also of note. A Burch plow with a steel beam, complete with wheels and joints, was advertised for sale for $9.50. A disc harrow was advertised for $23.25 and a spike tooth cultivator for $2.40. A buggy was for sale for $59 - "a beauty" boasting a full auto seat, rubber padded steps and a full clipped hickory axle bed and bolted 1/4" steel tires.
THE BILL WILLIAMS
This man was born in England in 1862 and married Julia Hudson, who was born in Michicar, Wisconsin in 1876. He was a timber cruiser and also did veterinarian work. Bill Williams was also quite a guitar player. He homesteaded his property and built the log house on it. His wife, Julia, was a midwife and also was available to help the sick people of the community. Their children were: William, Jr., John, Lillian, Delia, and Jenny.



THE WILLIAM BUSKES
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Description automatically generated]William Buske was born in 1859 in Germany and married Hilda Louise Guse who also was born there the same year. They met and married at Ford River Mill, where William was employed at the lumber company and where Hilda worked at the Boarding House. (Hilda's father, Michael Guse, also came here from Germany; but her mother had died over there.) Their children were: Mary (Mrs. Alfred Nelson), Carl, William and Anna. The Buske Road was named after this pioneer family.



THE HALVOR LARSONS
Norway was the birthplace of Halvor Larson, and the year was 1867. His wife, Anna Jensen, was born in Denmark in 1876. Halvor engaged in farming and also had a sawmill and made fish boxes for commercial fishing. His farm was called the "Sand Ridge Farm in south Ford River. Their children were: Martha, Elmer, Vera, Lauritz, Clifford, Marie, Anna, Viola and Dorothy.
THE PAUL RADEMACHERS, SR.
Paul Rademacher, Sr. was born in Germany in 1861 and married Annie Becker, who was born in Germany in 1869. Mr. Rademacher had been a teacher in Germany and was accustomed to wearing a black, stove-pipe hat. When he came to this country, first settling in Milwaukee, he wore that hat. People thought he was from the circus, so he stopped wearing it!
The Rademachers came to the Ford River area in 1 912, settling on the old Joe LeMay place, now the site of Halstead's Restaurant, on M-35 on the south Bay Shore road. Their children were: Charles, Paul, Jr., Frank, Francis, Joe, and Margaret.
THE PETER FUDALAS
Peter Fudala was born in Poland and married Bernice Balanski. He emigrated from Poland to Ohio at the age of. 20. H~ later left there and went to Minneapolis, Minnesota, where he met and married his wife. They then moved to Michigan in 1917. Their children were: Sophia, Katherine, Joseph, Frank, Walter, Merrill, August, and Loretta.



BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES OF NORTH BAY SHORE RESIDENTS
THE FRED WEISSERTS

Fred Weissert was born in Kenzingen, Baden, Germany in 1849 and immigrated to the United States in 1866, first settling in St. Louis,' Missouri, and then moving to Ford River in 1883. He married Petronella (Nellie) Martens that same year. She was born in 1857 in Holland, coming to the United States in 1869, at the age of 12, first settling in De Pere, Wisconsin. In 1891, they moved to Escanaba where Mr. Weissert was in the bakery business. Then in 1901 he and his wife settled on a farm in Ford River Township. He was treasurer of the township schools from 1910-1937. The Weissert home on "Fishery Hill" was partly built of lumber obtained from a shipwreck on Bay de Noc. Their children were: William, Caroline, Emile, Francis, Caroline Susan, Nellie, Frederick (Fritz), Charles, Ludwig, Adelle Louise, Estelle, and Dorothy Marie.
Other residents along the north Bay Shore area in the early days were Jim Bergeon and his wife, Sarah Wellman, and Johnny Martin. Besides the Weisserts, these were just about the only residents in this area which was wooded all the way to the village of Ford River Mill.

BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES OF JAEGER ROAD RESIDENTS
THE WILLIAM ENSHAWS
THE WILLIAM ENSHAWS
William Enshaw was born in Germany in the mid-1800's, as was his wife, Anna Heller. Before coming to America, Anna was a hairdresser in France and went to private homes to style women's hair. The  Enshaw School was named after this pioneer. Their children were: Mary, William, Ann and Ida.

THE LOUIS ETTENHOFERS
This pioneer was born in Ulm, Germany in 1871. He had two brothers, Mike and Joseph. (Mike was the father of Mike, Jr., who was the Chief of Police in Escanaba for many years.) Louis Ettenhofer married Mary Enshaw, who was born in Escanaba in 1881. Their children were: Edwin, William, Robert, Herbert, Louise, Alice, Theresa and Ida.
Their daughter, Ida, recalled that years ago her brother, Bill, was a member of a dance orchestra called the "Rivet Swingers," along with Bill Enshaw and Charlie Brown. They used to play for dances at a hall run by Theodore Henry and also at private parties in various homes in Ford River Township. She remarked, "They were a lively band!"



THE FRED DEGRANDS
Ferdinand (Fred) DeGrand was born March 17, 1883, in Brussells, Wisconsin and came to Escanaba about 1887. He married Rose DeMars who was born in Escanaba on September 20, 1884. The couple moved to Ford River about 1917. Their children were Phyllis, Ray, Lucille, Lionel, Rosella, Beatrice, and Mark.
THE ALBERT TRYANS
This former resident of the Jaeger Road was born in Germany on January 16, 1854; and his wife, Bertha Scheeneman, was also born in that country on January 20, 1851. They came to this area in the late 1800's. Their children were: Bill, Robert, Minnie, Charlie, Albert, Otto, Fred, Ida and Annie. Albert Tryan worked several years at the mill in Ford River. In later years one of his sons, Charlie, also worked at the mill; and another son, Albert, worked on the carriage there.

THE FRED TRYANS
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Description automatically generated with medium confidence]Fred Tryan was born in 1893 at the farm home on the Jaeger Road. He married Clara St. Antoine who was born in Ishpeming in 1895. Fred worked as a longshoreman at Wells and also in the yard. Their children were: Earl, Robert, Margaret, Kenneth, Louis, Eileen, Fred, Jr., Betty, Gladys, ClarAnn and James.
In recalling the days of his youth, Fred Tryan said that there was no school in the Jaeger Road vicinity when he was a boy; so he had to walk all the way to the village of Ford River Mill, over stumps and windfalls. He said he often got so tired that he would fall asleep during school hours. The teacher would let him go home a half hour earlier than the other children. His first teacher at the Mill School was a Miss Burke. 


Another teacher was a Miss McKay. Some of his fellow classmates were Bruce, Lucille and Rhoda Irving; and the Jaeger children: Nick, Gertrude, Marie, Bernice, Katie, Alice, Frank, Pete, Fred and Margaret. At Christmas time, there always was a big program at the school and a Christmas tree trimmed with popcorn balls and paper chains and wax candles. The Company always gave out candy to the children. One time, for the annual school picnic at the end of the year, the Ford River Lumber Company furnished a team of horses and a wagon and transported all the school kids to the company farm, west of the village. Here the kids had a great time playing baseball and enjoying the lemonade and candy the company also provided.
From 1922-29, Fred Tryan was a motorman and conductor on a streetcar in Escanaba. Since his retirement, Mr. Tryan and his wife have raised flowers as a hobby.
THE THEODORE HENRYS
 Theodore Henry was born in Fond du Lac, Wisconsin in 1859; and his wife, Elizabeth Bremm, was born in Wendling, Wisconsin in 1861. They first lived in Escanaba, and there was only one other house there at that time. The children in the family were: John, Lucille, Gertrude, Bill, Catherine, and Helen.
When their daughter, Catherine (Rehnquist) was four years old, in 1908, they moved out to the Jaeger Road area where they lived on a farm. The children attended the  Enshaw School, sometimes referred to as the Jaeger School. Catherine's first teacher there was Florence Londerville. Other teachers at that school included Mrs. Idelle Holland, Mrs. Josephine Schleis, Mrs. Linnea Dittrich, Mrs. Clara Jaeger, Mrs. Marie Rademacher and Mrs. Margaret Richards. Catherine Henry married Dalip Rehnquist and moved to Ford River Mill in the 1930's. Their children were: Emeilia, Darline, and Ross.
THE RALPH G. NOYES
This pioneer of Ford River Township was born in 1871 in Paw Paw, Michigan. He married Della Norman who was born in 1880 in Indiana. Mr. Noyes secured the last homestead land in Michigan, having heard about it through Bill Enshaw; and he and his wife settled on the Jaeger Road. He was employed as a woods worker and also on the C&NW Railroad. Their children were: Bill, Paul, Albert, Joe and Jean.
THE JACK LA VALLEYS
 Jack La Valley was born in Wilson, Michigan on March 19, 1896, and worked most of his life as a woodsman. He married Gertrude Henry who was born 'in Escanaba on May 8, 1898. She lived all her life on a farm which still stands - the Donald Fehrenbach farm on the Jaeger Road. They had five children: Lloyd, John, Roy, Corinne, and Phyllis.
BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES OF FORD RIVER MILL RESIDENTS
THE CHARLES MALLOCHS
Charles Wesley Malloch was born in Titusville, Pennsylvania on February 5, 1869. His wife, Hilda Emma Dittrich, was born in Hinterhermsdorf-Saxony, Germany on September 18, 1873. (Her parents were Carl August Dittrich and Wilhelmina Endler.) They had three children: Ruth Aurelia (Wickman), Wesley and Charles Dittrich Malloch.
Their daughter, Ruth, recalled her early life at Ford River Mill, where she lived until the age of seven. She spoke of the band concerts which were held on Sunday afternoons, also the creek that ran through their property where she and her brothers liked to catch polliwogs. She remembered, also, a severe windstorm that once swept through their town, blowing over the numerous lumber piles there. Some of the families, including the Mallochs and the Fullers, had their water piped in to their houses from the town well. Most carried the water in pails to their homes.


THE CHARLES W. JOHNSONS
Charles W. Johnson was born in 1863 in Wester Gotland, Sweden. His wife, Charlotte, was born in 1869. He moved to Ford River in 1888 and lived there until 1920, when he moved to Pine Ridge. Their children were: Mrs. J. E. Abel, Mrs. Theodore Rogge, Mrs. Charles (Elle~) Perryman and Jule.
THE NELS SEDENQUISTS
Nels Sedenquist was born in Sidensjo, Sweden on September 11, 1865. His wife, Martha Liedtke, was born in Otrowitt (West Prussia), Germany on February 6, 1878. She came to Escanaba at the age of 13. Mr. Sedenquist was the head filer at the Ford River Mill. The family moved to Escanaba in 1911 when the mill shut down and then to Wells Township in Pine Ridge in 1914. Their children were: Oscar, Helene, Charles, John, Gladys and Jeanne. All but Gladys and Jeanne were born at Ford River Mill.
THE JOHN J. BARTELLAS
 John J. Bartella was born February 14, 1889, in Ford River and attended the Ford River School. He worked as a teamster for the Ford River Lumber Company from 1904-06. That fall, he took a course in business administration at the Green Bay Business College. Following completion of the course in March of 1907, he became assistant store manager and payroll clerk for the Ford River Lumber Company. He served as the town's postmaster until the company closed its operations in 1912. He was also treasurer of Ford River Township for two years. In 1912, he moved to Escanaba and became bookkeeper and credit manager of the Krause Brothers Department Store and was associated with them until 1916. Then he took a position of bookkeeper, credit manager and assistant to the president of the Fair Store in Escanaba. In 1943, he became treasurer and credit manager of the Delta Hardware Company and continued as secretary-treasurer until this company became the Morley-Murphy Company in 1953. Then he served in the capacity of financial manager until his retirement.
He married Meta Wickert in 1911, and their children were Robert N. Bartella and Col. John W. Bartella. He was always very active in civic affairs and a most influential citizen, both of Ford River and of Escanaba. (His memoirs of Ford River Mill are included elsewhere in this book.)
John J. Bartella's father, also named John Bartella, married Victoria Posenke of Ford River. Their children were: Frank, Mary (Mrs. Pat Milligan), Augusta (Mrs. Charles G. Johnson) and John. After Mr. Bartella's death, Victoria Bartella married Henry Snyder; and they resided at Ford River Mill.




THE NELS JOHNSONS
Nels Johnson was born in Trollhaten, Sweden November 12, 1844. His wife, Laura Johnson, was born in Stananger, Norway January 16, 1847. Their children were: John, (wife, Agnes Anderson) who lived in Madison, Wisconsin. They had two children: Robert and Arthur. Nicholas (wife, Mabel Fountaine) born in 1878. They had one child, Keith. Anna Marie Johnson married Alex H. Johnson. She was born in Ford River July 4, 1880. Alex was born August 21, 1866, in Lund, Sweden. Their children were: Nina, Cronje, Otis, Arnold, Margaret, Grace, and Laura.
According to Mrs. Margaret Setterlind, who supplied this information, "We were all born in Ford River. I was five when we moved to Escanaba, so I do not recall very many happenings while there. My father worked in the store, and my mother was organist in the church out there where C. A. Lund was pastor. My uncles would tell of their experiences when riding the logs down the river."
THE JOHN NORDQUISTS
Born in Varmland, Sweden in 1865, John Nordquist married Mary Larson, who was born in Sweden in 1875. She came to Ford River in 1887. Their children were: Ida (Sodermark), Mabel (Carlson), Ralph, Viola (Peterson) and Clarence.
Mary Larson Nordquist had a brother, August, and a sister, Carrie (Mrs. Adolph Wickstrom). Mr. Nordquist was employed at the local lumber company and later by the Delta County Road Commission.
THE PER SODERMARKS
Per August Sodermark was born in Sweden. His wife, Sofia Erickson, was also born there. Their children were: Alma (Mrs. Theodore Zimmerman), Ellen (Mrs. E. J. Fournier), Gusti, Hilmer, Arthur, Alvin and Marvin. Gusti and Hilmer were born in Sweden. The others were born in Ford River. Mr. Sodermark was a mill worker, as was his son, Arthur, until the sawmills closed down. Sofia Sodermark was the head cook in one of the largest hotels in Sweden before she was married. Another son, Hilmer, who was born in 1891, ran a knitting shop with his wife, Ida, born in 1895. This shop was near their home right next to the old Ford River bridge. Hilmer was also treasurer of the Ford River Township Board and was on the school board for a number of years. Art was a pitcher for the C&NW baseball team and was called "Lefty."



THE ORMAL B. FULLERS
Ormal B. Fuller was born in Jersey City, New Jersey January 22, 1858 and came to Ford River in later years. He attended schools in Lansing and Muskegon and married Jennie Van Zalingen, who was born August 27, 1862, in Ionia, Michigan. She later moved to Muskegon where they were married in 1887. They had two children: Harold B. Fuller and Ralph V. Fuller.
Ormal Fuller was a half-brother to Charles Malloch, father of Ruth Malloch Wickman.
In 1893, he was elected to the House of Representatives and later to the Michigan Senate. He was elected Auditor General in 1908 and served 24 years in this office. Prior to that time, he worked for the Ford River Lumber Company, where he was in charge of the scaling of logs and lumber. It was said of him that he "never lost an election." He was known as the "Watchdog of the Michigan Treasury" and was well known for his roll-top desk in the capitol. The park on south M-35 known as Fuller Park is 80 acres of land which was donated by him to Ford River Township.
THE CHARLES PEARSONS
Charles Pearson was born in Baras, Sweden in 1870. He married Emma Charlotte who was also born in Sweden, in 1860. Their children were: Anna (Mrs. Emil Carlson), born in 1890, Hedvig (Mrs. Hans Erickson), born in 1892, Hilda (Mrs. Herman Sholander), born in 1894, Ellen (Mrs. Frank Porath), and Jennie (Mrs.Joe Strattner), born in 1906. Mr. Pearson worked at the lumber mill.
THE EMIL CARLSONS
This pioneer was born in Sweden in 1875. He married Anna Pearson who was born in Sweden iri 1890. He worked at the mill in Ford River and also was a meat peddler. Their children were: Carl, Hildred, Arvid, Albert, Robert, Vernice, Jimmy, Kenneth and Joyce.
THE CHRIST HANSENS
Christ Hansen was born in Denmark in 1883; and his wife, Madeline Gagnon, was born in Escanaba in 1889. Christ worked as a fireman at the Mill, along with Bill Weissert. Their children were: William, Cecilia, Clarence, Ernest, Albin, Francis and Raymond. William was the only child born at Ford River village, as the Hansens moved to Escanaba in 1910; and the rest of the children were born there.
THE OLAF PEARSONS
Varmland, Sweden was the birthplace of Olaf Pearson, who was born there in 1866. His wife, Christina Nelson, was also born there in 1863. He worked at the lumber mill and also at the I. Stephenson Company. Their children were: Eric, John, Anna, Hulda, Marie, Esther, and William.
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THE CHARLES G. JOHNSONS
Charles G. Johnson was born September 20, 1882, in Ford River. He married Augusta Bartella who was born in Germany August 25, 1882. Their children were: Merrill, Norbert and Ursilla (Mrs. Russell Owen).
THE OSCAR NADEAUS
Born in Quebec, Canada on September 7, 1861, Mr. Nadeau came to the United States in 1885. He lived at Ford River until 1914 when he moved to Escanaba and worked for the C&NW Railroad. He married Ellen Launderman who was born August 31, 1861. They had five children: Oscar, William, Delore, Clara and Dorothy.
THE CHARLES ANDERSONS
Charles Anderson was born in 1854 in Vestergotland, Sweden. He came to the United States in 1880, locating in Fore\ River. Later, he moved to Bark River and then to Escanaba. Their children were: Axel, Arthur, George, John, Amy, Mrs. John Roy and Mrs. Gordon Odger.
The following biographical sketches of Ford River Mill residents were obtained from old newspaper clippings:
MRS. THOMAS (MATHILDA) GARDINER was born in Germany in 1877 and came to Ford River at the age of seven. She lived in Ford River for some years, later moving to Whitney and then to Escanaba. Her children were: Earl, Leonard, Grace and Violet, her sister was Mrs. Parker Crose.
MRS. WALLACE GARDINER was born in 1871 in Pennsylvania and was also an early resident of Ford River, moving from there to Escanaba in 1913.
LOUISE BERGLUND was born in 1846 in Varmland, Sweden and came to Ford River in 1875.
JOHN LONDERVILLE was born in Petersboro, Canada in 1875 and moved with his parents and sister, Florence, to Ford River as young children. Later, he moved to Escanaba and then to Carney where he was engaged in the hardware business.
ANDREW BACKLUND was born in Munsala, Finland in 1872 and came to this area at an early age. Later, he moved to Escanaba where he was employed as a lumber trimmer. His children were: Mrs. John Pearson, Mrs. Esther Cool, Mrs. Leonard Johnson, Mrs. Clifford Enstrom, Mrs. Ray Martineau, Edward, Edwin and Ernest.
JULIUS FLATH was born in 1894 in Escanaba and married Celia Simon who was born in Marinette, Wisconsin. Their children were: John, Ralph, Earl, Bill, Wally, and Mae. Julius was called "Ching" and was a fine baseball player and one of the members of the Ford River baseball team in the early 1900's and played baseball on the Escanaba team for many years.
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